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PADFOLIO WITH TAPERED ELASTIC OUTER POCKET 

RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is related to U.S. Design Patent Application Serial No. [Attorney 
Docket No. 133021-0041], entitled PADFOLIO WITH TAPERED OUTER POCKET by 
Joshua B. Lederer, et al. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to padfolios, portfolios, cases bags and other business ac- 
cessories with outer pockets. 

Background Information 

Padfolios, portfolios, cases, bags and other business accessories are widely used 
and a variety of shapes and styles are available. These items carry a wide range of 
sleeves and pockets along their interior and exterior surfaces. Outer pockets are particu- 
larly useful for often-used papers, or those that must be put-away or retrieved rapidly 
without resorting to the potentially more-time-consuming task of accessing the item's 
interior. Exterior pockets may contain zippered closures for added security and to pre- 
vent inadvertent loss of documents, etc. However, the more secure a pocket, typically the 
harder it is to retrieve documents therefrom — and the more difficult it becomes to iden- 
tify whether the documents are even present in the pocket. Overlying all these concerns 
in pocket design is the fimdamental desire for a stylish look for both the pocket and over- 
all item. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention overcomes the disadvantages of the prior art by providing a folio, 
padfolio, portfolio, case, bag or other business accessory that carries, on an exterior sur- 
face, a pocket flap that is typically open at the top edge and joined at a bottom edge. It 
has a size sufficient to completely cover a predetermined range of conventional docu- 
ments (or other items), and in one embodiment, has side walls that taper fi-om a wider 
bottom that may be longer than the predetermined documents to a narrower top that is 
typically shorter than the predetermined documents so that the side edges of the prede- 
termined documents are at least partially visible to evidence their presence in the pocket. 
A narrow elastic strip joins each of the opposing side edges to the exterior surface at a 
location along the exterior surface that is outboard of opposing edges of the predeter- 
mined documents so that they may slide into the pocket free of interference for the joint 
between the elastic strips and the exterior surface. The tension generated by the strips is, 
however, sufficient to maintain holding friction, via the pocket flap on the documents, but 
enables expansion of the flap to admit thicker items when desired, including machinery 
for providing decoration to the flap. In an illustrative embodiment, the strips may be less 
than one half the total length of the side edges. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention description below refers to the accompanying drawings, of which: 

Fig. 1 is top view of a padfolio having a tapered pocket that contains exemplary 
documents according to an embodiment of this invention; 

Fig. 2 is a top view of the padfolio of Fig. 1 detailing the entry of documents into 
the tapered pocket with associated flexure and stretch of the elastic strips; 

Fig. 3 is a top view of the storage in the tapered pocket of a thick stack of docu- 
ments as facilitated by corresponding stretch of the elastic strips; and 

Fig. 4 is a partial perspective view of the movement of the tapered pocket flap to 
accommodate a decorating mechanism. 



2 

\\CHEETAH\VOLl\CLIENTS\133\021\0040\PROSECU'RPATAPP.doc 10/30/03 9:23 AM 



PATENT 
133021-0040 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN ILLUSTRATIVE 

EMBODIMENT 

Fig. 1 shows a top view of a padfolio or portfolio 100 having an exterior pocket 
102 along an exterior face cover 104. As shown in greater detail in Fig. 2, the exterior 
cover 104 is joined by a spine 108 to an opposing exterior cover 202. The covers can be 
opened in the manner of a book to reveal the interior (not shown). The joints between 
sections of the portfolio or padfolio 100 can be made by adhesives, stitching, welding or 
a combination of techniques. In general, the materials used can vary for each component 
of the portfolio or padfolio (or any other business accessory to which this invention is 
applicable). The facing material for the exterior covers of the padfolio or portfolio 100 in 
this embodiment is imitation leather. However, natural leather, cloth or any other suit- 
able material can be used. The interior of the portfolio or padfolio is widely variable and 
is, thus, not shown. In general, the interior can include a variety of pockets, sleeves, 
binder rings and mountings for various electronic devices. The perimeter edge 120 of 
each exterior cover can be stitched or smooth with a seal detail. The covers 104, 202 can 
be spanned (along the perimeter remote from the spine 108) by a cloth closure 210 (Fig. 
2) that can include a zipper (not shown) or other securing device. Alternatively, the cov- 
ers can be unjoined except for the spine. 

At points remote from the edges of the exterior surface of the cover 104 there is a 
defined perimeter edge 130 that, in this embodiment, comprises a separate piece of mate- 
rial joined beneath the perimeter-adjacent section 132 of the exterior surface. This sepa- 
rate internal base piece 134 is optional. In this embodiment it extends to join the spine 
108. Its outer perimeter edge 130 defines a roughly rectangular dimension that is sized 
slightly larger than the largest item to be stored in the exterior pocket. In this example, 
the outer perimeter edge can define a width W or approximately 9 inches and a length L 
of approximately 1 1 1/2 inches (sxiitable for storing an 8 i4 X 1 1-inch sheet). However, 
these dimensions are highly variable as are the dimensions of the overall portfoHo, pad- 
folio, case, bag or other business accessory according to this invention. In fact, it is con- 
templated that the concepts described herein can be applied to any number of cases or 
other business accessories having external pockets and that the size of the case and its 
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respective external pocket can be highly variable. In general, the size of the external 
pocket should be made slightly larger than the largest item expected to be stored therein. 

The material of the base piece 134 can be varied. It can be the same material as 
the surrounding cover exterior (132), or it can be another acceptable material, such as a 
spun or woven fabric material. 

While not shown, each exterior cover 104, 202 can include an internal stiffener 
and padding as appropriate. Alternatively, the pocket 102 according to this invention can 
be applied to a soft-sided (unstififened) item. 

With particular reference to Fig. 1, located within the inner perimeter edge 130 is 
an external pocket flap 140 according to an illustrative embodiment of this invention. 
This flap 140 is constructed from two or more plies of material. The extemalmost side 
can be constructed from the same material as the surrounding exterior (e.g. imitation 
leather), or from different materials. The intemal side can be constructed from the same 
material as the surroimding exterior, or in an illustrative embodiment, from an appropri- 
ate spun/woven fabric. Within the inner structure flap 140 can be mounted a stiffener of 
rigid plastic or cardboard. Such a stiffener is not shown, but any conventionally designed 
stiffener can be used. Alternatively, the plies of the flap 140 may be sufficiently rigid to 
provide all desired structural strength without a separate intemal stiffener. 

The base of the flap 140 is fixedly attached to the spine 108 at a bottom or base 
seam edge 160. The flap 140 can be sewn, adhered with adhesives, or otherwise firmly 
attached to the spine 108 along its entire length at this edge 160. Extending forwardly 
from the base seam 160 are two opposing side edges 162 that meet at a front edge 164. 
The side edges 162 and the front edge 164 remain essentially unattached with respect to 
the flap base member 134 or cover 104. Significantly, the side edges 162 extend at a gap 
G from the seam with respect to the associated side edge of the base piece 134. They 
extend at an angle A that provides a taper toward the front edge 164. The angle A in this 
example is between approximately 2 and 5 degrees. However, the precise angle of taper 
is highly variable. In fact, it is contemplated, according to this invention, that a variety of 
edge shapes and details can be provided. In altemate embodiments, the side edges 162 
can be curved and/or include decorative cutouts and shapes. They can also be vertical 
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(e.g. perpendicular) with respect to the seam line 160, and/or simply recessed at a gap 
with respect to the side edges of the base piece 134. 

A significant reason that a variety of edge details can be provided to the side 
edges 162 of the pocket flap is that there is no need to attach them firmly to the exterior 
flap. Rather, they are attached by a pair of opposing elastic webbing strips 170 placed 
near (for example, within approximately an inch of) the front edge 164 of the flap 140. 
The width LW of the elastic webbing is highly variable. In one embodiment, it is ap- 
proximately 3-4 inches long. In an illustrative embodiment, the webbing's width LW is 
generally less than one half the length of extension LS of the side edge. In this maimer, 
the webbing is sufficient to provide adequate attachment length between the side edge 
162 and the base piece 134 of the exterior cover 104, while still exposing a significant 
portion of the side edge 162 between the webbing 170 and the seam 160. Of course, the 
size and shape of the elastic webbing can vary depending upon the required holding 
strength of the pocket and the overall size of the pocket and item to which it is attached. 
In general, attachment of the webbing is accomplished by stitching (see stitches 190) the 
webbing between plies of the flap 140 on one end, and between the cover exterior 132 
and inner base piece 134 on the other end. 

Notably, by exposing the side edges 162 along at least a portion of their lengths, 
and by providing them with an intemal taper or other recessed detail, an item that recedes 
completely into the pocket, such as the narrow sheet, 180 (having a front edge that is 
covered as shown by the dashed line 1 82) is often still partially exposed on at least one 
side (see exposed side 192). This serves as a clear indication to the owner as to whether 
the pocket is fiiU or empty. 

The use of elastic webbing 170 also allows easier placement of contents into the 
pocket. As shown in Fig. 2, the front edge 164 of the flap 140 can be rotated (arrow 220) 
to allow a larger opening that more readily accommodates entry (arrow 222) of items, 
such as the sheet 230. Once an item is placed in the pocket, the elastic springs back un- 
der tension to retum the flap to a flat position as shown in Fig. 1 . 

Because of the substantial flexibility and resilience of the elastic webbing, the 
pocket is capable of holding a relatively large stack of sheets or other thick items without 
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damaging the pocket or compromising its holding strength. In this example, a stack of 
documents 302 is inserted into the pocket. The thickness of the stack is accommodated 
by flexure of each elastic webbing 170 upwardly and around the edges of the stack. Due 
to the elastic nature of the webbing, it also accommodates slight rearward movement (ar- 
row 304) as the rear edge portion 3 10 of the flap 140 is drawn upwardly by the thickness 
of the stack. In other words, the flap moves rearwardly as space is taken-up by the stack 
bottom's thickness in the rear area 310. Each elastic webbing flexes rearwardly in part to 
accommodate this take-up of flap material at the rear. The stack is retained firmly within 
the pocket since the elastic webbing applies continuous tension to hold the flap 140 
closely against the stack top. 

The elastic webbing 170 also allows the flap 140 to be raised easily to accommo- 
date the base 402 of an embossing or other decorating device. The base can be slid (dou- 
ble arrow 406) into and out of the xmderside of the flap 140 to provide a backing surface 
against which a stamp or other application member 410 is pressed. A resulting decora- 
tion or customization 420 is generated. Note that the front edge or another location along 
the flap can be provided with an optional micromolded soft poly vinylchloride (or similar 
material) tab 430. This tab, and a technique for printing on this tab, are provided in 
commonly-owned U.S. Patent Application Serial No. Attorney docket no. 10/650,103, 
entitled DECORATION FOR BAGS AND CASES AND METHOD FOR APPLYING 
THE SAME by Frank J. Papa, et al^ the teachings of which are expressly incorporated 
herein by reference. Because of the flexibility of the pocket, decorations can be provided 
along a variety of locations, including those relatively near the base edge 160. As should 
be clear, according to this description, a pocket secured by opposing strips of narrow 
elastic webbing with exposed edges along a significant portion thereof enables a variety 
of beneficial properties that are a substantial improvement over pockets that are fixed 
along substantially their entire length between their top edge and base. 

The foregoing has been a detailed description of various embodiments of this in- 
vention. Modifications and additions can be made without departing from the spirit and 
scope thereof. For example, while elastic webbing is an illustrative mechanism for re- 
taining the pocket against the surrounding exterior cover, it is contemplated that other 
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elastic materials can be used including shock cords, elastomeric material sheets, and the 
like. Likewise, while a flat pocket flap is shown, the pocket flap can be contoured to fit a 
variety of items having irregular shapes. Finally, while the front edge of the pocket flap 
is shown as open, it is expressly contemplated that a closure fastener or flap can be pro- 
5 vided to further secure the pocket in altemate embodiments. Accordingly, this descrip- 
tion is meant to be taken only by way of example and not to otherwise limit the scope of 
the invention. 

What is claimed is: 



7 

\\CHEETAH\VOLl\CLIENTS\133\021\0040\PROSECUTVPATAPP.doc 10/30/03 9:23 AM 



